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OCTOBER 2002
CONVENTION 2002
Well, Lena and Olie sure know how to throw a party, don’cha know!!
What a great time everyone had at this year’s meeting in WI/MN, hosted
by Crystal Cave. Jean and Blaze Cunningham (aka Lena & Olie) and
their families and staff did a wonderful job organizing and planning. The
St. James Hotel, along the Mississippi River, was a beautiful location
and the hospitality was impeccable. Equally hospitable were Mark
Bishop and his family and staff at Niagara Cave and Warren Netherton
and staff at Mystery Cave/Forestville State Park. Both caves
entertained the members on our all-day excursion. Our business
sessions were informative, the Round Table entertaining (thanks Chuck
Thorne and all the other comedians), and the
camaraderie…………..what more can we say?? Everyone needs to put
October 13-17, 2003 on their calendar for our meeting in California,
hosted by Lake Shasta Caverns. Roger Lefebvre already has things
well in hand. How can anyone stand to miss a meeting???
IMPORTANT NEWS AND ACTION
Talking Rocks Caverns had the pleasure (?) of a visit by OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health
Administration). As a result of the inspection, Talking Rocks was faced with potentially catastrophic fines for
non-compliance of employee radon exposure. Thanks to the help of Tom Aley, radiation specialist, Ozark
Underground Laboratory, these fines were reduced substantially. In an effort to avoid future industry-crippling
regulations, the NCA membership voted unanimously to hire Tom to conduct a three-year study of radon
exposure in our caves. Because of the complexities of the situation, there will be a separate mailing that will
further explain the details of OSHA’s visit, how it effects us as an organization, and the action taken by the
membership at our October meeting. President Dick Bell says “Professionally, I think serious consideration
needs to be given to the radon issue by ALL members”. The additional mailing will be out within the next thirty
days – please be sure to read all the information it contains. We cannot stress strongly enough the importance
of this issue.
ANNIVERSARY
Congratulations to Bill Austin, Kentucky Caverns, KY on his 72nd year in the cave business. That’s got to be a
record! Bill’s accomplishments are legendary, not only in the cave world, but also in his local arena. No one
worked harder than Bill getting Hidden River Cave back to a healthy state. His caving exploits would fill
several books. Those of us in Kentucky would settle for one! Here’s to you, Bill!
FOR SALE
From Samuel Dunaway, president, Morefield Gem Mine, VA: “The Morefield Mine in Virginia is for sale. It is
an active mine and the dumps are open to the public and schools for collecting. There is excellent potential
for conducting mine tours through 400 ft. of upper workings, which contain the largest amount of in-place,
quality green amazonite with large mica crystals in the US. Many customers have wanted to tour the workings,
some having seen the Morefield Mine diorama at the Smithsonian Institute. The mine is located in a prime
tourist area near Richmond. See <morefield mine> at <google.com> Contact Sam Dunaway at 804-5613399”.

IN THE PRESS
Nice article about Jim Richards, Bluespring Cavern, Indiana in the October 2002 issue of NSS news.
SCHOLARSHIPS
Bat Conservation International will award approximately 15 student grants ranging from $500 - $2500 in 2003.
Grants will go to research that best helps document the roosting and feeding habitat requirements of bats, their
economic or ecologic roles or their conservation needs. Students enrolled in any college or university
worldwide are eligible to apply. Application deadline is December 16, 2002. Contact: Bat Conservation
International Student Scholarship Program, P.O. Box 162603, Austin, TX 78716-2603.
DOINGS
Mammoth Cave National Park celebrated Colorfall October 12-20. Folklife demonstrations, archeology
seminars, and blues concerts were all part of the festival.
Howe Caverns, NY celebrated it’s 500th wedding on September 1. The first was Lester Howe’s daughter in
1854.
CAVES AND CAVERNS BROCHURES
We have an unusually large number of 2002-2003 Caves and Caverns brochures. Before the new edition is
printed and shipped, let’s try to get as many of these out over this winter as possible. Have you checked your
supply lately? How about your local Chamber of Commerce and Convention and Visitors Bureau? Local AAA
office? Interstate welcome centers? Local attractions associations? Area hotels and restaurants? The office
will be happy to ship any quantity, anywhere. All you have to do is send the shipping address and we will take
care of the rest.
CAVE EXPO KOREA 2002
The world’s first Cave Expo ran for 32 days from July 10-August 10. About one million people visited the site
with an unknown, but very large, proportion who visited the International Cave Pavilion. This number was
about a third more than was expected. The International Show Cave Association was represented in the
pavilion, along with the International Union of Speleology.
UPCOMING
For those who can’t get enough, the 15th Australasian Conference on Cave and Karst Management will be held
in North Queensland, May 5 – 12, 2003. The office has registration information for those interested.
TERRORISM AND TOURISM
In the October Travel Industry Association newsletter was a synopsis of TIA’s Marketing Outlook Forum.
Delos Smith, senior economist, warned that the threat of war with Iraq combined with other economic factors
could further destabilize travel markets. Smith advised that wide swings in oil prices, gold prices and
consumer confidence would signal deeper trouble for the travel industry. Also speaking at the Forum was
Barbara Chaffee, special assistant to the President, Office of Homeland Security. She stated, “Terrorism is a
permanent condition. The travel industry symbolizes all that’s good about America and that terrorists hate.”
She also said terrorism can be defeated through systematic planning and by remaining vigilant.
FINAL THOUGHTS
“A man who stands for nothing will fall for anything”.
Alexander Hamilton
“The purpose of life, after all, is to live it, to taste experience to the utmost,
to reach out eagerly and without fear for newer and richer experience”.
Eleanor Roosevelt

